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AIM QUESTION Why did workers join labor unions during the New [Deal era?

Do Now Instructions: Folksinger Pete Seeger wrote the song “Talking Union™ in 1941 while he was a
labor union organizer. Read the lyrics to the song “Talking Union™ and write the answers to the questions
below. Source: hitp:/www. Iyricsondemand.com/p/peteseegerlyrics/talkingunionlyrics. htmi

Questions

1. According to “Talking Union,” what are three benefits of belonging to a labor union?
A

1.

C.

2. In stanza 2, Pete Seeger tells us "It ain’t quite this simple™ In you opinion, what does he mean”

3. When Pete Seeger wrote this song he was a labor union “organizer.” How did labor unions use this song?

Talking Union by Pete Seeger (1941)
2. It ain™t quite this simple,
S0 | better explain
Just why you got to ride
On the union train;

“Caunse il you wait for the boss
To raise your pay,

We'll all be waiting

Till Judgment Day;

We'll all be buried -

Gone o Heaven -

Saint Peter'll be

The straw boss then, folks.

I A0 you want higher wages,
Let me tell you what to do:
You got to talk o the workers
In the shop with vou,

You got to build you a union,
Ciot to make it sirong,

But if you all stick wogether,
Maow, ‘Twont be long.

You get shorter hours,

Better working conditions.
Vacations with pay,

Take the kids 1o the seashore,
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AIM: Why did workers join labor
unions during the New Deal era?

Do Now : Folksinger Pete Seeger wrote the
song “Talking Union” in 1941 while he was a
labor union organizer. Read the lyrics to the
song “Talking Union” and write the answers to
the questions on your activity sheet.
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AIM QUESTION Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Do Now Instructions: Folksinger Peie Seeger wrote the song “Talking Union™ in 1941 while he was a
labor union organizer. Read the lyrics to the song “Talking Union™ and write the answers to the questions
below. Source: htip://www lyricsondemand.com/p/peteseegerlyrics/talkingunionlyrics. html

Questions

1. According to “Talking Union,” what are three benefits of belonging to a labor union?
A

I3

.

2, In stanza 2, Pete Seeger tells us “It ain’t quite this simple™ In you opinion, what does he mean?

3. When Pete Seeger wrote this song he was a labor union “organizer.” How did labor unions use this song?

Talking Union by Pete Seeger (1941)
i. it you want higher wages, I, it ain’t quite tins simpie,
Let me tell you what to do: So 1 better explain
You got o lalk w the workers Just why vou gol to ride
In the shop with you; O the union traing

You got to build you a union,
Gol o make it strong,

Bt i vou all stick together,
Now, ‘twont be long.

You get shorter hours,

Better working conditions,
WYacations with pay,

Take the kids to the seashore.

*Cause if you wait for the boss
To raise your pay,

We'll all be waiting

Till Judgment Day;

We'll all be buried -

Gione to Heaven -

Saint Peter’l] be

The straw boss then, folks.
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Team A Members:

AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team A: Striking Workers During the Great Depression
Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a.
b.

e

. What is the source of the interview?

. How did workers help each other during the Great Depression?

2
3
4. Based on what you read in the interview, what is a pink dismissal slip?
5. How does the photograph and the interview help you to better understand why workers joined labor

unions during the Great Depression and New Deal?

B. An Interview with Joseph Solman

The Artists’ Union and the National Maritime Union
were two of the most active participants in aiding
striking picket lines anywhere in New York City. If
the salesgirls went out on strike at May’s department
store in Brooklyn a grouping from the above-
mentioned unions was bound to swell the picket lines.
I recall some of our own demonstrations to get artists
back on the job after a number of pink dismissal slips
had been given out. At such times everyone was in
jeopardy. Suddenly from nowhere a truckload of
NMU workers would appear and jump out onto the
sidewalk to join our procession.

Source: Joseph Solman, “The Easel Division of the
WPA Federal Art Project.”
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Team B Members:

AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their

findings to the full class.

Team B: Unemployed Protest During the Great Depression

Questions

1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a.

b.

2. What is the source of the report?

3. How did workers help each other during the Great Depression?

4. Based on what you read in the report, what is the Workers Alliance of America?

5. How does the photograph and the report help you to better understand why workers joined labor unions

during the Great Depression and New Deal?

. Tng_g}qye Protest at St. Louis City Hall

A

B. Unemployed Unite and Protest

The convention of the Workers Alliance of
America today accepted the report of the
national executive board which recommended
uniting with the National Unemployment
Councils, the National Unemployment League
and independent organizations of the jobless and
of WPA workers. Exact figures on the
membership of the enlarged organizations were
not available, but it was estimated that it was
about 500, not all of whom paid dues. Betore
opening today’s meeting the delegates marched
to the White House to ask for help for some 200
of their number who are without food and shelter.
Source: New York Times, April 9, 1936
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Team C Members:

AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team C: Union Organizers Attacked During the Great Depression
Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a
b.

c.
d.

c.

2. What is the source of the report?

3. How did workers help each other during the Great Depression?

4. Based on what you read in the interview, what is a union handbill?

5. How does the photograph and the report help you to better understand why workers joined labor unions

during the Great Depression and New Deal?

A. Union Organizers Attacked B. Auto Workers Organize in Detroit

- " = An outburst of violence, in which union
representatives were beaten, kicked and driven away,
marked today the first attempt of the United
Automobile workers of America to organize the
employees of the Ford Motor Company. Richard T.
Frankensteen . . . and Walter Reuther, president of the
West Side local of the automobile workers” union
were set upon by a group of employees at No. 4 gate
of the Ford Rouge plant in Dearborn. With two other
men who had accompanied them to oversee the
distribution of union handbills, they were knocked
down repeatedly, kicked, and finally forced away
from the gate.” Source: New York Times, May 27,
1937
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Team D Members:

AIM QUESTION Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team D: Sit-Down Strike During the Great Depression
Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a
b.

c.
d.

c.

2. What is the source of the report?

3. How did workers help each other during the Great Depression?

4. Based on what you read in the interview, what is a Fisher Body plant?

5. How does the photograph and the report help you to better understand why workers joined labor unions

during the Great Depression and New Deal?

B. Sit-Down Strike at General Motors
In Flint, the center of the corporation’s
operations, the strikers have closed plants in
four divisions . . . Several hundred strikers
remained in the two Fisher Body plants
[factories| tonight, having taken full
possession of the No. 1 plant, which
employs 7,000 men and which supplies all
bodies used by the Buick Motor Company.
Taking command of the main gates at this
plant, the strikers also took over the
company cafeteria and prepared their own
food during the day. Source: New York
Times, January 1, 1937
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Team E Members:

AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team E: African Americans During the Great Depression
Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a
b.
C.
d.

€.

2. What is the source of the interview?

3. How did the Great Depression affect African Americans?

4. Based on what you read in the interview, why does the garment worker think he is treated unfairly?

5. How does the photograph and the interview help you to better understand why workers joined labor

unions during the Great Depression and New Deal?

. African A i _ ine in Louisville B. Garment Worker from Harlem

WORLD'S HIGHEST STANDARD OF I

I been working in this coat establishment
for twelve years. [ get $16 a week now.
Been working here for 12 years and get a
dollar raise - only one goddam dollar.
Why? Because of my color. | ain’t never
got a half chance to make some decent
dough. I know I'm worth more. I know
every job on my fingertips. We ain’t been
doing so well in this here coat and dress
joband I can say from my own personal
experience, us colored people ain’t been
doing so well in other kinds of work.
Source: Interview, Library of Congress

* k&
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Team F Members:

AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Deal era?

Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team F: Mexican Americans During the Great Depression
Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a
b.

o

. What is the source of the report?

. How did the Great Depression affect Mexican Americans?

2
3
4. Based on what you read in the report, what are plainclothes authorities?
5. How does the photograph and the report help you to better understand why workers joined labor unions

during the Great Depression and New Deal?

A. Deported Mexican B. Deported Mexican American Children - His father and oldest
American Children sister were farming sugar beets in the fields of Hamilton, Montana, and
his mother was cooking tortillas when 6-year-old Ignacio Pifia saw
plainclothes authorities burst into his home. “They came in with guns
and told us to get out,” recalls Pina, 81, a retired railroad worker in
Bakersfield, Calif., of the 1931 raid. “They didn't let us take anything,”
not even a trunk that held birth certificates proving that he and his five
siblings were U.S.-born citizens. The family was thrown into a jail for
10 days before being sent by train to Mexico. Pina says he spent 16
years of “pure hell” there before acquiring papers of his Utah birth and
returning to the USA. Tens of thousands of Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans were pressured through raids and job denials to leave the
USA during the Depression. Many, mostly children, were U.S.
citizens. Source: USA Today, April 5, 2006
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Team G Members:
AIM: Why did workers join labor unions during the New Dcal era?
Group Work Instructions: Each group receives a different photograph and primary source description
about labor union organizing during the Great Depression and New Deal. Examine the photograph and the
primary source document and complete the activity. Teams should select a member to present their
findings to the full class.

Team G: Unemployment During the Great Depression

Questions
1. What do you see in the photograph? Be as specific as possible in your answer. Try to list 5 things.

a.
b.

e

2. What years are shown in this graph?

3. When was unemployment at its highest?

4. Based on the information inn this graph, how effective was the New Deal at ending unemployment?

5. How does the photograph and the graph help you to better understand why workers joined labor unions

during the Great Depression and New Deal?

A. Unemployment Line, Memphis, 1938 B. Unemployment Graph

Unemployment in the Great Depression

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1334 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939
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AIM: Why did workers join labor
unions during the New Deal era?

Do Now : Folksinger Pete Seeger wrote the
song “Talking Union” in 1941 while he was a
labor union organizer. Read the lyrics to the
song “Talking Union” and write the answers to
the questions on your activity sheet.

--TO BE COLLECTED --

* What is a Labor Union?

What is a Labor Union?

* A Labor Union is an organization of working
people who have the same type of job or who
work for the same employer.

* Labor Unions bargain with employers to get
higher wages, benefits, pensions, and better
working conditions for union members.

* Sometimes labor unions provide benefits like
cheaper medicine, dental care, and eye
glasses for members and their families.

Labor Union Membership in the United States, 1929-19
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

.....

A. Striking Workers During the Great Depression

N JeRr T
e ;‘u AL .I.B,
»!mnm'l

B. Unemployed Protest During the Great Depression
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C: Union Organizers Attacked During the Great Depression

E: African Americans During the Great Depression

WORLDS HIGHEST STANDARD OF LIVNG

i

F: Mexican Americans During the Great Depression

G: Unemployment During the Great Depression
S ——

Unemployment in the Great Depression

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 192
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